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!
In The Two Cultures And The Scientific Revolution, C.P. Snows believed that the intellectual life of the 

whole of western society was split into two polar groups - literary intellectuals and scientists. He 

pointed out that non scientists tended to think of scientists as brash and boastful; they hada rooted 

impression that the scientists were shallowly optimistic, unaware of man’s condition. On the other 

hand, scientists believed that the literary intellectuals were totally laking in foresight. Snows believed 

that this cultural division was existed all over the Western world; the only way to narrow the gaps 

between two cultures was to rethink the educational system. In England, the school education was 

too specialized, and the schools produced a tiny elite (far smaller proportionately than in any 

comparable country - educated in one academic skill. At eighteen, science specialists in UK knew 

more science that their contemporaries anywhere, though they knew less of anything else. 

!
The scientific culture has brought the industrial revolution and scientific revolution to the West. The 

industrial revolution had spread health, food, education down to the very poor. By the industrial 

revolution, Snows meant the gradual use of machines, the employment of men and women in 

factories, the change from a population mainly of agricultural laborers to a population mainly 

engaged in making things in factories and distributing them when they were made. Snows defined 

that scientific revolution began when atomic particles were first made industrial use of. He believed 

that scientific revolution was led by the application of real science to industry. However, even within 

the scientific culture, there was a gap between pure and applied scientists; pure scientists and enviers 



often totally misunderstand each other. Pure scientists had by and large been dimwitted about 

engineers and applied science.  

!
I agreed with Snows’s points on reforming the educational system, in order to narrow the gap 

between two cultures. Prior to college, I received my primary and secondary education in Hong 

Kong. The education system in Hong Kong is largely modeled on the English system. Secondary 

education in Hong Kong is separated into junior and senior years. In my junior years (grade 6 - 9), 

the curriculum covered a various of subjects where history, geography and science were studied 

alongside subjects that have already been studied at primary school. However, in my senior years 

(grade 10 and 11), we had to choose between liberal arts and sciences to study. Despite my great 

interest in biology, I had to enroll in a liberal arts class, since my overall score was not high enough 

to place myself into a science class. The science classes were supposed to reserve for the ‘elite’ students 

at my school. Since I was a liberal arts student, it will be extreme difficult for me to get in any 

technology related majors in university (in Hong Kong). By separating students into two main 

categories so early in their study, it creates a huge gap between liberal arts and sciences students and 

dictates their career path for the future. 

!
In contrast, in my undergrad study at CUNY, I was able to take a wide range of classes - English 

literature, physics, micro economics, music appreciation, alongside with my graphic degree courses (I 

was a graphic design major). From taking such wide selection of classes, I developed a 

multidisciplinary interest that combing art, design, technology and science; this interest is eventually 

led to DT. I believe that education systems should not put students into categories, and students 

should study for classes that fit their interests, not fitting their interests for the classes that they are 

only able to get. 


